LE JARDIN SAUVAGE
This map was drawn in July 2017, during a stay of one month in
Lanaye (Visé) for the project Dear Euregio. In search for the
identity of Lanaye, its relation with the landscape and its
opportunities, we drew insights from talks with inhabitants,
observations and field research. These insights do not necessarily
represent our own opinion, neither the opinion of the inhabitants
of Lanaye.
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We are very grateful to the people of Lanaye for having us as
temporary residents, for being approachable, for showing us
round and for inviting us at their homes and other beloved places.
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Explanation of disoriented compass rose
Within the Netherlands, the south of Limburg is one of the top
holiday destinations. Eijsden, a historical and picturesque
village within the famous ‘Heuvelland’ (literally, ‘hill
country’) and with the advantage of having the river Meuse
near, has an almost unstoppable flow of visitors that not
necessarily visit the village in itself, but wash ashore from
its surroundings. For the Dutch (and some Germans), this
region is the closest to their favoured holiday location
(“the south”) as they can get but with the benefits of
staying in their own country or on a relatively short
traveling distance from Germany.
Lanaye and Visé, in fact sharing quite a lot of characteristics with Eijsden regarding landscape and heritage,
are part of the Basse-Meuse region, situated in
north-eastern Belgium. It might be a little exaggerated,
but the Belgians that consider spending their holiday
somewhere in their own country and choose this area
are pretty hard to find. It’s just not a region you
consider for a holiday…
Regarding Lanaye, Eijsden and their surroundings as
one region with one identity (which is legitimate for
a lot of reasons) reveals an interesting paradox: the
east of this area is regarded as the south for the
Dutch (and thus: a destination in itself), while the
west (even more south in a lot of aspects: language
and mentality are just two obvious examples) isn’t
regarded as south by the Belgians (and thus: far
from a destination in itself).

Maastricht. All islanders more or less live along this road. Parallel to the road, both the
Meuse and the canal cut their way through the landscape, making life pretty ordered on the
strips between the three life-lines. It probably isn’t very surprising that the orientation of the
islanders, if not focussed on their own habitat, mainly extends along these life lines towards
north and south. Not a few islanders are tied to The Netherlands in general and to Maastricht in
particular, for working or family reasons. Although the French-speaking part of the community is
also pretty familiar with it’s northern neighbours, they tend to look southwards for practical issues.
Fortunately, this doesn’t mean both population groups are standing with their backs against each
other.
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The fact that Lanaye is situated on this island is tangible in many respects. For example,
Lanaye cannot be regarded as a neighbourhood that’s part of Visé, it really is a village in
itself. Being the most northern outpost of Wallonia, this village not only lies in the
periphery of the community of Visé but also of the greater region. This makes it an
ideal place for adventurers and outcasts longing for a certain independency from
authorities. The unique and authentic islanders form a micro-society in itself. A
society with its clashes due to big contrasts between them, but also with its
collective efforts to keep the village liveable.
These efforts mostly root in a common sense for the nature on and
surrounding the island. This is what unites all different characters and their
diverging ways of life. Although there’s a lively climate for discussion
and no topic is avoided, the importance and value of nature is obvious
and beyond all doubt.

groundwater is very close to
the surface due to the
interconnection between canal and
Meuse, making it easy to pump it for
watering plants, as happens all over the
island.
The former town hall, today the Maison de La
Montagne St. Pierre, can be seen as the official

representative of the surrounding nature. It exhibits the history and the specific
natural aspects of the mountain that’s just around the corner, but also informs
about current measures that are taken to protect the area so near to the
inhabitants of Lanaye. Actually, this museum is the former Maison
Communale (town hall), so you could say that its function as a house for the
inhabitants changed to a house for the montagne. It seems that with this
transformation, it lost a little of its liveliness: empty flowerpots in front of
broken glazing on the first floor, boarded up windows on ground level and
rusty balustrade above the main entrance that seems never open. As said, the
building houses a museum nowadays, but this seems closed most of the time
and is situated at the back of the building: you have to walk past the sidewall to
find it.

The Montagne St. Pierre overlooks the islanders as if they were his
children, without any distinction between political affiliation or
nationality, and the children on their turn seem to regard the
mountain indeed as a father figure. The construction of the
canal separated the mountain from the village, and in fact,
Together
created the outlines for the reserve. The mountain itself
with the
has been undermined, excavated, exploited, cut in
villages Lixhe
half and neglected. There are hardly any natural
and Nivelle,
As we speak, the square and street in front of this building are being renovated,
reserves imaginable on which man had an even
Lanaye is situated
creating a beautiful frame for the stately facade but this makes the seemingly
bigger influence. Nevertheless, the past and
on an island north of
forgotten building look even more sad. The museum organisation only uses a part
ongoing digging, growing and cutting created
Visé and south of
of the building and clearly isn’t able to maintain it completely: a lot of inhabitants
a valuable area that, due to its geological
Maastricht. It is an artificial
already stated that its a pity the building doesn’t give a lively impression and that
and morphological characteristics, houses
island, at one side enclosed by
there seems to be no care or attention at all. If there’s one place that can be lifted
cultural, historical and natural
the river Meuse and at the other
and represent the islands’ spirit, the mere elements that unite the island, it’s this
curiosities.
by the water of the Albert Canal
one: the Maison Communal et de la Montagne. Taking nature as a starting point for
and Lanaye Canal. The islands’
uncovering the island, through the eyes of the islanders, and covering all aspects
Within the shadow of the mountain,
southern border is confined by the sluice
that shaped and define this area, including the numerous and radical man-made
the island itself measures up to
of Lixhe, further to the north the island
interventions, it will definitely deliver enough content for a lively centre. The
these qualities. It is said that due
ends near Petit-Lanaye at the point where the
heart of the Jardin Sauvage as we rightfully can call this extraordinary island.
to the presence of surface
Meuse and the canal meet.
water, it doesn’t rain as
much as in the rest of the
In fact, there is only one main road traversing the
region. Yet the soil is
island, connecting the three villages with Visé and
extremely fertile and
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2. Some of the nicest

1. Industry and nature are intertwined in this area more

than anywhere else within the Euregion Meuse-Rhine. The
‘German Bridge’ near Visé is just one of the iconic
elements, visible from far away. Military structures above
and underground, several quarries, two controlled water
streams of which the canal cuts through the beloved
mountain are other large-scale interventions. On a smaller
scale, there is the re-use of quarries and caves for reasons
varying from mushroom farming to accommodating horses,
and vegetable gardens filling up a lot of the set-aside land.
The question whether this area appears natural thanks to or
despite the drastic interferences doesn’t have to be
answered in order to enjoy its unique particularities. It
would be an opportunity for the museum to also take into
account this aspect more consciously, as many visitors will
be fascinated by these stories. It would broaden the image
of this part of Basse-Meuse from just the montagne as a
nature reserve to a way more interesting story.

9. All over Lanaye you’ll

find signs indicating the
route towards the Maison de
la Montagne Saint-Pierre.
Unfortunately, its opening
hours are very limited.
Worse still, often it is closed
when it should be open. Of
course, if the offered
program would be of high
quality, visitors would find
their way easily and this
would legitimate longer
opening hours, but the
contrast between the
omnipresent signs at one
side and the program and
opening hours at the other is
way too big. In the current
situation, it’s just impossible
for the maison to redeem the
promises that are being
made all over the village.

12.

parts of the RAVeL are
to be found over here.
Winding alongside the
river Meuse and
flanked by green, it
leads to and from
Lanaye from south and
north. Apparently, it has
been constructed
together with the new
sluice. It seems the
route is not ready yet,
see (6).

3. Orchards, agriculture and

vegetable gardens can be found
all over the island. All on small
parcels of land, giving the
impression that the produce of
the island is meant for the island.
There’s even a small field of
green peas! A little bit of
everything seems enough for the
population. Maybe the museum
could show something about
how this used to be in earlier
times, or even how the future of
the island might look like…
Right now, the state of the
orchards seems to indicate that
the idea of production for the
island is left behind some time
ago. Little maintenance gives
them a rather obsolete appearance, which unfortunately
influences the impression of the
island to a big extend.

4. On the landward side of the dike besides

the canal, there is a sort of drain running
parallel alongside the dike. Some call it ‘le petit
canal’. They say it used to function as a buffer
in case the dike would filter. It is irregular in
shape, full of weeds and partly in use by young
islanders as self-made BMX- and motocross
track. Their hangouts, hidden in the bushes,
give a gloomy impression. This is something to
think about: can it be facilitated so that this
man-made nature also can claim its place on the
island?

The little ferry between Eijsden and Lanaye is
highly appreciated. Not so much for practical and daily
needs or for commutes, but a lot of recreational users
enjoy the short crossing of the Meuse. Hardly any
walker or cyclist turns to Visé after arriving in Lanaye,
almost all use it to head northward again.

13.

naye

As there is little surveillance
on the quays, rubbish can be found
everywhere. Geese and other animals
sometimes eat plastics or get
entangled in fishing line. Some
inhabitants voluntarily clean up once
in a while, but the necessary
surveillance can be organized way
better. This also could be a task for
the maison: coordinating, facilitating
and thus actively participating in the
maintenance of the surroundings.
People already prove they are willing
to participate in this, so the next step
seems a logical one.

14.

meuse

EIJSDEN

excavates parts of the montagne st.
Pierre, and has some persistent
opponents. The quarries are an intrinsic
part of this area, and thus also responsible for its particular beauty. Of course it
also provides for employment. Unfortunately, it is said that there are some less
positive side effects of the excavations
and cement production: an ever present
layer of dust all over the island, and
even worse, a relatively high amount of
cancer cases in its surroundings. It is
also said that investments, possible
because of the presence of CBR, mostly
happen in Visé and that Lanaye and
Lixhe, the places which suffer the most
from it, are being forgotten or neglected.
The museum doesn’t mention any of the
side effects of the production, and also
the way it influenced the landscape is
hardly highlighted. This certainly is a
missed opportunity. Concluding, one
can certainly speak of a love-hate
relationship with CBR and a comparable
company like ENCI, situated just a
couple of kilometres to the north.

As groundwater is very close to the
surface, water pumps are easy to install
and can be found all over the island. The
floriculture of Visé is situated in Lanaye
partly for this reason. Greenhouses with
thousands of flowers, just behind the
maison, but only open to the public once a
year. Again an opportunity for the maison.
By the way: why does it seem that the
village of Lanaye, the place where all
flowers of Visé grow, is the last in line
waiting for them to be planted in the public
flowerbeds?
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5. The CBR company slowly
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7.

Since the renewal
of the quays, there are some platforms above the Meuse to
facilitate fishermen and others who look for a nice spot
alongside the river. They are simple but effective elements but
unfortunately, they aren’t visible from the public footpath.
This makes it a lot easier to obey the fishing rules, camp
illegally and leave rubbish behind after using them. A pity, as
it is only recently that the water is within reach over here.

10. 1Can a ‘maison’ dedicated to nature,

looking like it’s squatted, with window boxes
meant for flowers but empty as long as the
islanders can remember still be called a ‘maison’?
It’s a shame that an impressive and important
building like this, the former town hall, looks this
abandoned and forgotten.

8.

Along the Meuse,
some parcels are leased to
islanders that use it for a vegetable
garden or just as a small yard with a splendid view. Apparently there are a lot of these
parcels available but the rent scares potential users off. Nevertheless, if executed
properly it could contribute to a beautiful first impression of the village. Maybe with
some help from the municipality, as mediation between the owner of the land and the
inhabitants could be very helpful. Natagora can also play a role: labelling the gardens if
they meet certain standards, as already happens once in a while, could encourage the
users to design and maintain it in a good way.

The church clocks of
Lanaye have been out of order
for a long time. One is stuck
at five to twelve: in Dutch, the
saying ‘it’s five to twelve’
means it’s high time to take
action, otherwise it’s too late.
Can this be said about the
maison or about Lanaye, too?
Making the clocks function
again would be a cordial
gesture towards the village.

14.

6. There certainly is a missing link in the

RAVeL-route. Some oversized orange signs desperately try to guide the many cyclists through the village,
but as the route resembles a labyrinth, most of them
get lost and give up the route, expecting to find it
again after leaving the village and orientating on the
water. There still lies an assignment to connect both
ends of the route straight through the village or along
it, using the Meuse or canal as a guidance.

22.
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12.

The Bonhomme de Lanaye was a famous natural
‘statue’ of stone, resembling a male figure, looking out over the
canal and the village. It has been demolished some time ago
because of the construction of the canal, probably accidentally.
Its three stone pieces can still be found on the hillside.

Apparently, since the construction of the
new sluice, the water level of the Meuse can be
adjusted a little better. It is said that for that reason,
the quay could be renewed to the more natural state
it is in right now. There is hardly anything to be
found on the relationship between canal and Meuse,
although it is a very interesting story to tell and
would strengthen the function of the maison as
visitors centre even more. After all, just as the
montagne, isn’t this also an example of so-called
nature that’s made and controlled by man?

16.

Some years ago, the west bank of the Meuse was covered with concrete. This has been removed in order to give
the river a little more space to meander freely through the landscape. This development ran parallel to the construction of
the new sluice. The removed concrete has been reused in the construction of the new sluice but also in the Koning
Willem-Alexandertunnel in Maastricht. Again a nice example of the man-made nature and culture of the area that can be
picked up by the maison.

11.

It’s not only the RAVeL that’s
kind of lost in the village of Lanaye.
Multiple signs point towards to the
Maison de la Montagne, although a
scenic route along the Meuse could
easily guide its visitors towards their
destination without getting lost. In this
way, also the route towards it becomes
part of the natural experience. Moreover,
there will be more social control on the
waterfront.

17.

This beautiful slender bridge that physically
connects Lanaye with the Montagne Saint-Pierre is in
fact the only entry to the nature reserve, coming from the
Maison de la Montagne Saint-Pierre. It is a poor
introduction, as the route, including the bridge itself, is
not suited for cyclists or pedestrians. A two-lane road
without any marking or division where only cars seem
allowed. The bridge itself is stuck in a process of
renovation. Temporary scaffolding and constructions
seem to have been there for ages and are already falling
apart or are overgrown: at its best this can again be
interpreted as a synthesis of nature and culture.

18.

Rubbish all over the island,
what more can we say? Being a
‘Jardin Sauvage’, the island clearly
invites for camping, barbecuing and
spending time alongside the water,
which, of course, is a great value.
It’s a pity that cleaning up after use
isn’t regarded as necessary.
Surveillance, placing and emptying
litter bins, raising awareness, all
tasks that the maison partly could
fulfil in the near future.

19.

It’s not easily graspable, but everybody
seems to know about it: the existence of several
camps within the village. There are for example
the socialists and the Catholics. If one of them
organizes something, the other camp will not
even think of participating. All this becomes
relative when something bigger threatens the
village or the montagne, such as the construction
of Trilogiport. It feels as if these camps are
remainders of former times, and the walls
between them are about to vanish within the
coming years.
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24.

Rows of concrete blocks
fence off parts of the nature
reserve north of Lanaye. They
look like remnants of the war, but
are actually placed there to
prevent cars and motorcycles
from entering the reserve. A
rough intervention like this
doesn’t encourage visitors to take
care for the reserve, it rather gives
the impression of an unsafe
no-go-zone you better not enter.

20.

Facilitating modest and
nature-orientated camping is
something that fits the islands’
spirit very well. An area for it
can be found easily, someone to
run the business might be a little
harder. The maison can again
play an important role over
here. As an example, it is said
that one family already lives in
a yurt, awaiting the renovation
of their stone house.

26.

It is said that the
industrial excavations,
together with the characteristics of the soil, created a
microclimate that houses
typical sorts of flora and
fauna. Butterflies, orchids
and spiders are the main
examples of this, and are
highly cherished by the
islanders.

25.

There really is a
large amount of cats
strolling around in Lanaye.
Imagine Lanaye situated on
an island, slowly overpopulated and overrun by cats
that can’t get off it.

27.

It is sad to see that the
recently (partly) renovated
farmstead Caestert already
became a prey to vandalism. It
seems it is hard to find a
developer and user for this place,
partly because it is difficult to
reach. It certainly needs to be
seen in a wider perspective, also
taking in account the Maison and
the different castles, farms and
museums at the Flemish and
Dutch side of the mountain.

21.

27.

28. Some look-outs offer a

splendid panorama of the surroundings of the montagne, but
unfortunately you’ll find piles of
rubbish at all of them. This is
especially sad because the
impression of the nature reserve
Montagne Saint-Pierre as a whole
tends to become negative. Efforts
to make sure Montagne Saint-Pierre and rubbish won’t go hand in
hand are certainly necessary, as
this is the last thing that this
beautiful area deserves. For
example, the difference with the
Sint-Pietersberg, the Dutch part of
the same reserve, is striking.
Although this part seems to be
visited and used much more
intensively, it is also more tidy.
One just feels more comfortable
and safe over there.

There is an impressive tunnel through the
mountain, originally dug for military reasons.
Nowadays, once a year the army visits it, and then it
is completely lit by little candles. Both entrances are
open and relatively easy to find, causing the tunnel
to be used for certain events and as rubbish dump.
Despite this, the tunnel itself is definitely worth a
visit, and with some maintenance (maybe closing it
off?) it can add a lot to the program of the maison.

